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‘DEVELOPMENTS IN INDOCHINA

This publlcatibn i§ prepared for‘ regional specialists in the Washington com-
munity by the ftice of Current Intelligence,

with occasional contributions from oth ices within tha Diractorate of
Intelligence. Comments and queries are welcome. They should be directed to
the authors of 1the individual art‘icles.
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'SECRET

Prisoner Exchanges Completed

; The Communists released 38 additional captives
on November 7, thus completing the f£ifth and final
phase of the prisoner exchange agreement called for
by the Lao Accords of 1973. o

~4ll of the prisoners involved in the closing
swap were Lao. They were set free at the village
of Pak Ou, northeast of the royal capital of Luang
Prabang. These releases raise the total number of
prisoners repatriated by the Lao Communists to 138
Lao, 214 Thai, and 1 American--civilian contract
pilot Emmet Kay. Left uncertain, however, is the -
fate of more than 400 additional Thais believed to
have been incarnerated by the Pathet Lao.

The non-Communist side released all of its
captives-~173 North Vietnamese and 7 Lao--during
the initial exchange on the Plaine des Jarres in
northern paos on September 19.

The briaoner exchanges were conducted under
the auspices of the coalition government's Joint
Central Commission to Implement the Agreement. The
commission may now be prepared to deal with a number
of other high priority tasks assigned to it by the
1973 Accords: S |

-ché search for personnel misging in action;

--the resettlement of refugees;

--thé réoponingfof‘roada betWeen the two zones;

-fthé demarcation of ceasa-tire boundary lines
tbtheen the two zones.
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